
90th anniversary of St Joseph’s Mission to Deaf people

On Saturday 15th of June about 170 people arrived at St Patrick’s Church in 

Collyhurst to celebrate the 90th anniversary of the foundation of St Joseph’s 

Mission to Deaf people. Bishop John Arnold presided the feast of the Holy 

Trinity and he signed most of the Mass, concelebrated by eight priests. The 

Mass was followed by a lovely buffet meal in the hall and at the end there was 

a video presentation by two Deaf ladies sharing the stories they remembered 

from the 1950s to the 1970s. 

Here is the story relating to St Joseph’s Mission to Deaf People: the year 1929 

the world was a very different place. Television had just been invented. The 

world was in the middle of the Great Depression and Manchester United were 

at the bottom of the First division! However, there was one bright shining light 

emerging from the gloom that would still be shining 90 years later. In 1927 Fr 

William Hayward, who became deafened from the first World War, was 

ordained and it was on Good Friday in 1929 that he gathered a group of Deaf 

people in a small building in Ancoats and he began the missionary work with 

Deaf people in Salford diocese. 

In 1960 Fr Charles Hollywood who was hard of hearing joined Canon Hayward 

to assist him in the work with Deaf people. Unfortunately in 1963 Fr Hayward 

died and it was left to Fr Hollywood to carry on with the mission. 

The Sisters of Evron had established a home for older people in Sale. Fr 

Hollywood wanted to build on the work that Fr Hayward had started. He 

visited the Sisters and explained his vision. They welcomed him as the Sisters 

of Evron always do, and served him with tea, sandwhiches and cake which 

made the wedding feast of Cana look like a small snack. He persuaded the 

Sisters to come and work with the Deaf community. The Mission merged with 



the home in Sale and became known as Henesy House. SJMDP moved several 

times finally to St Patrick’s Church, Collyhurst in 1992.

The move to Collyhurst was a huge task as a new Care home was built to 

provide residential care for Deaf people. It was a wonderful home. A home full 

of love, caring, peace, joy and laughter. Terry O’Meara must take great credit 

for the success of Henesy House, also Sr Pauline Nolan who was responsible for

care of the residents and Sr Maria MCready as Social Worker/Interpreter. The 

Sisters of Evron have given so much serving the Deaf community for over 50 

years; we owe them so much. SJMDP has now become part of Caritas Salford 

which we hope means that it will ensure the future for the Deaf community.

Last year when the 90th anniversary was mentioned some people said why 

celebrate 90 years, wait for 100! Well some of us may not be here in 10 years 

but we hope we will!! Life is for celebrating so that is why we are here today. 

Life is a journey. We need to be prepared for the journey that is why we have 

the Sacraments, for living people, helping us along the way to know and love 

God the Father and to know and love each other. This is absolutely crucial as 

Deaf people have been for so long left out of the Church through lack of 

understanding and lack of access to the sacraments and the teaching of the 

Church. There have been many changes in the diocese and we are very grateful

to Bishop John for giving us Fr Jim Clarke; we are lucky to have him as Chaplain 

to support the Deaf community in Salford diocese on our faith journey.


