
PILGRIMAGE TO MEDJUGORJE  - May 6th – 13th

On 6th May after travelling from various destinations 19 of us all 
arrived at Heathrow Airport early and by the appointed check in time 
10am ready for a journey to Split Airport in Bosnia & Herzegovina.  
Once we boarded the plane we arrived at Split Airport in good time 
3.30pm local time.  Unfortunately there was some delay due to two 
members of our group having their suitcases missing.  After some 
time trying to sort this out it was established that they were still at 
Heathrow Airport, and would be delivered the next day. We boarded 
the coach for a 3 hour journey to Medjugorje.  

On Tuesday 7th after our breakfast we joined the hearing Mass at 
10am in the parish church of Medjugorje St James Church (which 
takes his name from one of the first disciples to join Jesus. St James 
the Apostle), this was interpreted by James Fitzgerald and also Cathy
Marchant who is a communicator (This was to be the same pattern 
each morning).  Straight after Mass, on this day we walked some 
distance to a hall called St John Paul II for a talk given by Fr Leon, 
who had also experience an apparition of Mary. On the way our guide
‘Slava’ spoke about the History of the area, how everything 
surrounding St James Church was just fields, and now there are 
paths, new buildings, Stations of the Cross, and an outside Altar. The 
original church built
several decades
before the
Apparitions is
located just over the
road, much smaller
in size; 
The construction of
the new church
lasted from 1934
until January 1969.



Once the apparitions began, and pilgrims started to come in huge 
numbers it was clear that the new church was not big enough, hence 
an outside alter with seating for approx. 7,000 people was built in 
1989.  

Located to each side of the church are dozens of confessionals. Each
evening at 5pm people queue up in line to make their confessions in 
their native language. We reached the Hall and went in to listen to the
talk.

Fr Leon spoke on his “Encounter with the Blessed Mary”, when he 
and his friend decided to climb up Cross Mountain; a very steep climb
and very rocky. He went on to tell how since the 24th June 1981 the 
Blessed Mary has been appearing every day to six children. They are
adult now the oldest is about 54 the youngest is 48.  But the 
apparitions still happens every day. 

Soon it was lunch time, we went to separate places to have lunch.  
After lunch we had free afternoon, we had a choice of praying the 
Rosary, Adoration, go shopping, or just relax and rest, many of us 
chose to rest and then went to Adoration at the outside Altar at 9pm, 
it was rather chilly by then.

Wed 8th – A beautiful hot sunny day 
After Breakfast and Mass we returned to the hotel to get ready for 
climbing Apparition Hill, we had a convoy of 5 taxis that took us for 
the 10 minute drive to Apparition Hill, lying at the foot of Apparition 
Hill is the Blue cross, since 1985 the blue cross marked the place 
where Visionary Ivan meets regularly for his prayer groups and has 
become a focal praying place for pilgrims from all over the world. With
the guidance and inspiration of Mary, both Ivan and Marija the 
visionaries, formed a prayer group with other people from the village, 
and today pilgrims can join the group when they are in Medjugorje.  
Mary sent a message on 22nd June 1996.  “Dear children, I am happy



tonight when I see you in such a large number.  Dear children, I wish 
to tell you that I carry you all in my heart and that I placed you all in 
my heart.  I wish to invite you, especially in this time to pray more.  
Dear children, I need your prayers”

So we started climbing the first part of
Apparition Hill and gathered at the
Blue Cross, here those who could not
climb the rest of the mountain stayed
with Fr Ian and prayed the Rosary, the
rest of us went up stopping at each
decade to pray the Rosary which was
spread out along our long climb.  Just
before we reached the top where Our Lady first appeared, there was 
a wooden cross, it where (through Visionaries Marija and Pav Lovic) 
Our Lady called the world to peace for the first time on the 3rd 
Apparition, Our Lady said  ““Peace, Peace, Peace, I have come to tell
the world that God exists” 

Apparition Hill is a place of prayer; 
pilgrims who climb and pray the 
Rosary often experience the peace of 
Christ. 
After the long climb we descended 
down returning the same way we 
climbed up we found a restaurant and 

decided to have Pizza for lunch, the other group who stayed with 

Fr Ian by the Blue cross had
already left to have their lunch
back near the hotel.  When we
finished lunch, some of us went
back to the hotel by taxi whilst
some decided to walk the 20
minutes back to the hotel.



At 5pm some of the group prayed the Luminous Mysteries of the 
Rosary by the beautiful Mosaic stones, others went to Mass or did 
other things.

Thurs 9th – A wet day 
Immediately after Mass, again we boarded a convoy of 5 taxis to visit 
the “Community Cenacolo” we were taken to a large room with a big 
cinema style screen.  Two young men showed us a short film about 
Madre Elvira, who after waiting patiently for the right time, on 16th July
1983, she founded the Cenacolo Community, first in in Saluzzo 
(Italy), then in other parts of the world, to assists and guide those who
are troubled by many additions, but above all it is a place of love, a 
“Family” founded on faith, where those can feel loved and supported, 
a free place to stay, receive help to heal wounds, to follow the way of 
truth,  receive education, comfort and empathy and the beauty of life 
itself.

After the short film, the two men Michael and Paul each talked about 
their own experiences and struggled with life that led them to drug 
additions and how they are being helped by the Cenacolo 
Community.  Their talk was humbling and honest; we were all moved 
by their stories and felt privileged to have met them.

We returned to our hotel and some of us went to a restaurant 
opposite the hotel called Viktor, (here would be the place we would 
come on the remaining days for our lunch) A great place to eat and 
food was cheap too.

In the evening at 5pm we decided to pray the rosary in the hotel 
dining room as it was very wet and quite cold out.  At 7pm we went to 
St James Church for Adoration hoping to reserve seats for the group, 
but the church was packed due to the bad weather, so only managed 
to get two seats, some went outside others stood in the church.



Friday 10th – Beautiful Sunny day
After Breakfast and Mass, we were divided into two groups, some 
decided to brave the extra-long and deep climb up Mount Krizevac 
meaning Mount of the Cross which is 3 times higher than Apparition 
Hill and lies above Medjugorje and is 520 metres high.  Parishioners 
constructed the Cross themselves, the Cross looks over Medjugorje, 
on the cross the following words are inscribed “To Jesus Christ, 
redeemer of the human race”. This climb would take 2 and half hours 
each way.  Those who took to the mountain took drinks and bought 
some lunch and off they went.  The rest of us found a sheltered place 
away from the hot Sun and did the 5 decades of the Sorrowful 
Mysteries of the Rosary, slowly and prayerful, it was beautiful.  

At 5pm we the Deaf had reconciliation in the Hotel dining room with 
Fr Ian and some of the hearing in the group too, others went to the 
confessionals on the side of the church to see one of the other 
English speaking priests.

Saturday 11th – another beautiful sunny day
After breakfast, we boarded the coach for Mostar at 9.30am – a half 
hour drive taking us via scenic routes where you could see the valley 
of Mostar as we approached.  On the way Slava our guide gave us a 
bit of the history explaining about the war and the old br idge. 

Slava told us that on one side of the bridge live the Christians and on 
the other side the Muslims, 
you can tell by the different 
buildings, the Muslims have 
long pointed chimneys.



We were dropped off by the Franciscan Monastery – The Catholic 
church called St Peter and 
St Paul.  The church was 
completely destroyed in the 
war, but has now been 
completed restored,   Next 
to the church is a huge 
tower called the Campanile, 
(Peace bell tower)  it is over 
75m high with the Cross on 
top it reaches 107.2 m.  

Tourist can pay 3 euros to go up to the top where there are windows 
with great views.

In the 1990’s (1992-1995) war broke out between the clash with 
Serbians, Croatians and Muslims which tore this land apart.  Mostar 
was seriously struck by bombing in 1993 which damaged the Muslim 
part of the city and destroyed the old bridge.  This was re-built in 
2004.  In the last few years, Mostar slowly started to grow back to 
normality, many of the people who exiled have come back and 
damaged areas have more or less been re-built.  There is still some 
evidence of the war, looking a 5 storey buildings you can still see the 
bullet holes that penetrated the buildings. Mostar today is slowly 
rediscovering peace and although there is still division between 
Christians and Muslims, at present it is a peaceful place to live.

At 4.45pm we gathered at reception and left for the church to pray the
Rosary, our group sat to the left of the church for this whilst the 
normal Rosary was being prayed in Croatian in the church.  We 
paused at 5.40 when it the time Mary appeared to the Visionaries.  

After the Rosary we went and lit candles for our families and friends 
and those who asked us to pray.



After our supper, we wrapped up warm and went back to St James 
Church to the open air area with the magnificent altar for Adoration.  
This was a very moving experience, on occasions we had music, 
hymns sang in different languages and a lot of silence in reverence.  
Very moving indeed!

Sunday 12th – a brizzy morning
Breakfast was earlier than usual and a convoy of taxis took us to 
“Mother’s Village” Here we celebrated signed
Mass with Fr Ian as a group, just our group, it was beautiful and Fr 
Ian signed the Mass beautifully, we thank God for the gift of sign 
language.  We managed to get everyone involved, from voicing over 
the reading, signing the readings,
offertory, etc., Some of the Deaf
members had never participated in
this way before, it was lovely to see. 
After the Mass, Slava gave a short
talk about the place.

Mother’s Village is a project for the
protection and preservation of
human life.  It was founded by fra Slavko Barbaric in 1993, to help 
those suffering from the recent war.  Slavko rented some houses and 
started to receive refugees, families with children with special needs, 
orphans and many others who were in great need of help.  From this, 
an idea to establish a village and build new homes to house the many
people in need of love and support was made reality. 

Today they have 7 family houses. 
Later a kindergarten was also constructed to help the children to 
socialize with their piers from the town.  In time a safe house was also
built to help women who were abused to find safety on a temporary 
basis and also for unmarried mothers to help them escape from the 
lure of abortion.  Later in 1999 fra Slavko also founded a therapy 
community for the rehabilitation of addicts. 



After lunch we had some free time to do last minute shopping also to 
pack our bags as we would have an early start in the morning.  

Monday 13th – Early start,
Breakfast at 7.30am and we
then went back to St John Paul
II hall (Yellow Hall) across from

the Church to listen to a  talk given by the youngest of the visionaries 
Jakov Colo s Majkom

Jakov was only 10 years old when 
the apparitions began, he was the youngest of the 6 children.  



Jakov was born on 16 March, 1971 and when he was eight years old 
his father abandoned the family.  He was an only child and was left 
orphan at the age of 12 when his mother died.  He was then looked 
after by his uncle. Jakov is now an adult, and married he has 3 
children and they all live in Medjugorje

Maria Booker

                           


